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Dirtbusters Auto
Detailing Provides
Jobs For Youth

Haiti Earthquake,
Obama Health Care Bill,
Deaths Of Rights Warriors
Lead Top 10 Black Press
Stories Of 2010

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
TRICE EDNEY NEWS WIRE
Dirtbusters Auto Detailing staff

BY KHANA RILEY
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Located on the same corner of
Bad to the Bone in south St.
Petersburg, is a burgeoning
upcoming business. Although
there are many opportunities
to get your car washed and
detailed, Dirtbusters Auto
Detailing, in particular speaks
to the service with a mission.
You might have recognized it
by the many cars that wait in
line, the friendly, professional,
and speedy service all at a reasonable price.
Dirtbusters Auto Detailing
was started 10 years ago by

Chester Patrick. With pride
and love for maintaining and
cleaning his own cars, Chester
decided to go into business
doing what h e l o v ed . In
the preliminary stages, he
extended the partnership to his
wife, Valerie Patrick, who now
co-owns and manages their
St. Petersburg location.
There is more, however, to
this business in that they aren’t
just providing great service,
but the people they employ are
worth mentioning as well.
Their staff peaks around 22
personnel with the most being
young black males. In asking
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continued on pg. 5

WASHINGTON (TEWire) The catastrophic earthquake
that killed more than 230,000 in
Haiti last January, President
Obama’s historic health care
bill, and the deaths of civil
rights stalwarts Dr. Dorothy I.
Height, Dr. Benjamin Hooks
and Dr. Ron Walters lead the list
of top Black Press stories of
2010. All three civil rights
warriors left major marks for
racial progress and major shoes
to fill.
The following is a list of
events that made Black Press
headlines in 2010 – headlines
that heralded contributions to
American progress and documented major racial strides and
fallbacks throughout the year:
Jan. 12, 2010 - Haiti

Shirley Sherrod

Earthquake: The magnitude 7.0
earthquake that hit Haiti’s
ca p i t a l o f P o r t - a u - P r i n c e
affected an estimated three
million people, including the
deaths of more than 230,000
and injuries of 300,000. More
than a million were left
homeless. Thousands of relief,

2010

continued on pg. 9

Lena Horne

Dr. Dorothy Height

Dr. Benjamin Hooks

Dr. Ron Walters
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Progress Made; Major Challenges Ahead
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(TEWIRE) - In the last
decade, a coalition of public
school educators, parents and
civic activists across the country
have
charted
substantial
progress in deterring tens of
thousands of students from
dropping out of high school,
according to a newly-published
study.
Among other things, that
produced 120,000 more high
school graduates in 2008 than in
2001
(holding
population
constant) – a result fueled by
overall
graduation-rate
increases in 29 states and significant graduation-rate increases
African-American,
among
Latino-American and NativeAmerican pupils.
It also resulted in the
closing of more than 200
“dropout factories” – high
schools that fail to graduate 40

percent or more of their
students, giving the 400,000
students who would have
attended them a better chance to
earn a diploma.
These successes in pushing
the national high school graduation rate from 72 percent in
2001 to 75 percent in 2008 show
that the U.S. “is turning a corner
on meeting the high school
dropout epidemic,” write Colin
and Alma Powell in introducing
the report, Building a Grad
Nation; Progress and Challenge
in Ending the High School
Dropout Epidemic.
The
detailed,
88-page
document is the latest in a series
of studies from the Powell’s
America’s
organization,
Promise Alliance, which has
sought to build a broad-based
coalition to eliminate the
dropout crisis of American

public high schools. Today,
according to the report, more
than a million public high
school students, each year don’t
graduate with the class in which
they entered high school; many
of them have dropped out.
Taken together, nearly 40
percent of minority high school
students don’t graduate with
their entering Class.
Earlier America’s Promise
reports determined that while
dropping out is a widespread
phenomenon,
the
dropout
epidemic is concentrated in a
relatively small number of
urban, suburban and rural high
schools that over time have
become dropout factories. A
decade ago, they numbered
about 2,000. Now, through
strategies that ranged from
transforming individual schools
to closing individual schools,

the report declares the number
has been pared to 1,746.
Nonetheless, the report
warns
that
despite
the
successes, “the rate of progress
over the last decade … is too
slow to reach the national goal
of having 90 percent of students
graduate from high school and
obtain at least one year of post-
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages —
be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no
real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for
the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
Increasing Black American
Employment In 2011
BY DR.
BENJAMIN F.
CHAVIS, JR.
NNPA
COLUMNIST

Black American unemployment in 2010 soared more than 16
percent. As we begin 2011, there
should a more effective and concentrated national plan to significantly
increase the overall employment of
black Americans in 2011. The
December 2010 consumer spending
reports document not only increased
spending by all Americans during
the holiday season, but also displays
another economic indicator that the
U.S. economy continues to rebound.
Yet, the financial plight and sustainability of African-American workers
and households still face enormous
challenges even amidst the recovery
of the American economy.
The unemployment statistics
reported monthly by the U.S.
Department of Labor only tell a
portion of the real economic hurdles
facing the African-American
community. In far too many cities
and towns, black unemployment
rates are double the unemployment
rates of whites. Interestingly, the
Department of Labor uses the
category “Civilian non-institutional
population” to cite the population
numbers in calculating labor statistics. Because of the massive
increase in the overall incarceration
rates of African-Americans, the
unemployment is actually higher for
us than is statistically calculated by
the Department of Labor. Black
incarceration rates are nearly seven
times the imprisonment rates of
whites in the United States. Of
course with several million AfricanAmericans in the criminal justice
system either in prison or on parole,
the goal of attaining good, productive permanent employment is made
much more difficult.
The issues of globalization and

the tremendous advances in technology during the last decade have
changed the dynamics of the world
economy. American jobs with the
best pay scale will increasingly be
linked to the global marketplace and
to the new innovations in technology. The good news is that AfricanAmericans and others have an
opportunity to level the economic
playing field in both attaining good
paying jobs and starting up new
businesses to the extent to which
African-Americans and others
prepare to take advantage of the job
creation and business development
opportunities now at hand.
But, as I have continued to
stress, preparation to become financially viable and productive requires
a good education, proper networking, and a strong determination to be
successful. At a time when we
should be eradicating poverty and
social suffering from our communities by demanding and providing the
best educational systems and institutions for our children and young
adults, it is as if that too many of us
have been lulled into a state of hopelessness. That is exactly why when I
have the good fortune to meet
young, intelligent, up and coming
brothers and sisters in the AfricanAmerican communities who are
striving to make a difference educationally and economically to
improve the quality of life, I am
always encouraged.
The priorities for 2011 have to
include developing and determining
effective educational options for
African-American parents and
students, increasing support for
Historical Black Colleges and
and
Universities
(HBCU’s)
strengthening
the
National
Association For Equal Opportunity
in Higher Education (NAFEO),
innovating and launching AfricanAmerican owned businesses that
have both local and global reach into
the marketplace, and supporting sus-

tainable economic development in
our communities with a focus on job
training and long term employment
programs and projects.
According to the U.S.
Department of Commerce Minority
Business Development Agency
(MBDA), there is a new focus on
growing the minority business
community in the United States. In
other words, to grow employment in
our communities, we must grow the
development of new businesses in
our communities. U.S. Commerce
Secretary Gary Locke recently
announced the appointment of 25
individuals to serve on the National
Advisory Council for Minority
Business Enterprises. This new
council is led by the MBDA and is
the first such federal advisory
council that will be focused on
promoting minority businesses since
the early 1970’s. Thus, another
milestone for the Obama
Administration. David A. Hinson,
the MBDA National Director, is an
accomplished expert on minority
business development in the
African-American
and
other
minority communities. Hinson
stated, “The nation’s 5.8 million
minority-owned firms have significant untapped potential that can
benefit the United States. The
advisory council has an opportunity
to shape future policies and
programs that will set the foundation
for the growth of $100 million
companies across all industries that
are owned and operated by U.S.
minorities.”
The outlook, therefore, in 2011
is more promising than it was two
years ago. Opportunity is on the
horizon for African-American businesses and workers. But, let’s stay
focus. Let’s be prepared. Our long
fight for freedom, justice, and
equality has to result in more
employment and thus empowerment. Let’s continue to fight.
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When I came to The Weekly Challenger as
Sales Director, I came with a host of plans and
goals to not only have a positive effect on
our beloved weekly, but on the wider
community as well. So I ask, will your 2011 be
better than 2010?
This column is a regular feature in which
my goal is to help the small business owner or
sales professional answer that question with an
enthusiastic “yes!” The Bible says one should
study to show themselves improved, therefore,
over the months that follow, we will do just
that. We will examine some of the qualities
that make up an excellent marketing company
or individual. We will study the greats and

St. Petersburg - The St.
Petersburg Business Assistance
Center (BAC) offers free business
training and counseling sessions to
assist emerging and existing small
businesses with business development. We are located at 440 2nd
Avenue North. For further information, call (727) 893-7146 or visit
our
website
at
http://www.stpete.org/bac.
The
Mayor’s Business
Support Line is one of Mayor Bill
Foster’s “Foster Forty” and is
intended to align your business
with the support and capacity
building services that are provided
by the City’s one-stop Business
Assistance Center. Upon contacting the “Mayor’s Business Support
Line,” a team of business professionals and city staff will assess
your situation and develop a timely
solution to your problem. For information, call (727) 893-7000 or
v
i
s
i
t
:
businesssupportline@stpete.org
Business
Counseling
sessions:
SCORE “Counselors to
America’s Small Business”Tuesdays, January 4, 11, 18, and
25; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and,
Thursday, January 13 and 27; 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Florida Small Business
Development Center at USF Wednesdays, January 5, 12, 19, and
26; 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Check ❏

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger Office, 2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568
*HOME DELIVERY IN SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS ONLY

Economic
Development
Department; Thursday, January 13,
2-3 p.m.
Business Start-up Basics
workshop by SCORE “Counselors
to America’s Small Business”;
Tuesday, January 18, 6 -8 p.m.
How to do Business with the
City of St. Petersburg workshop by
City of St. Petersburg’s Purchasing
Department; Wednesday, January
19, 2-4 p.m.
Small
Marketing Your
Business workshop by a marketing
expert; Thursday, January 20, 68p.m.
QuickBooks Basics – Part 2
workshop by SCORE; Monday,
January 24, 6-8 p.m.
Legal Structures workshop by
SCORE “Counselors to America’s
Small Business”; Tuesday, January
25, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. To register or
for further information, call (727)
893-7146.
SBA
Programs
and
Services/Recovery Act Stimulus Access to Capital workshop by the
Small Business Administration
(SBA); Thursday, January 27, 2-4
p.m.
Web Design & Hosting (recommended
prerequisites:
Marketing and Advertising)
workshop by SCORE “Counselors
to America’s Small Business”;
Monday, January 31, 6-8 p.m. This
workshop has a $20 fee. Visit
www.scorepinellas.org to register.

2010 Saab 9.3

Lease $269.00 month plus tax,
39 months / 10K miles a Year
$1,995.00 down

Email Address: __________________________________________________________________
Date: _______________ Amount Paid: $__________________ Cash ❏

Business Workshops:
Introduction to Business
Startup workshop by Florida Small
Business Development Center at
USF; Wednesday, January 5, 6-8
p.m.
Disaster Preparedness for
Small Business Owners workshop
by St. Petersburg Fire Rescue and
the Small Business Administration
(SBA); Thursday, January 6, 2-4
p.m.
Intellectual Property Anyone?
workshop provided by SCORE
“Counselors to America’s Small
Business”; Monday, January 10, 6
p.m. to 8 p.m.
Pricing Fundamentals – Gross
Profit, Margin & Markup
workshop by SCORE “Counselors
to America’s Small Business”;
Tuesday, January 11, 6-8 p.m.
Introduction to Business
Financing session provided by the
Small Business Administration
(SBA) and the Tampa Bay Black
Business Investment Corporation
(TBBBIC); Wednesday, January
12, 2-3 p.m.
How to Research and Write
Your Business Plan workshop by
Florida
Small
Business
Development Center at USF;
Wednesday, January 12, 5:30- 8
p.m.
City Services and Incentives
for Business Owners and Startups
workshop by the City of St.
Petersburg’s
Planning
and

CADILLAC

Phone No:_______________________________________________________________________
Renewal ❏

learn to imitate the best of what they do.
Together, we will pick these qualities apart and
complete exercises that will force practice in
these disciplines. We will read the latest in
business literature. We will network and
develop stronger partnerships. We will
increase our net worth.
2011 is a year full of possibilities. If you
are willing to come along in the journey, I
welcome your participation. I want this to be a
two-way street, so if you have comments,
questions or ideas about topics that you would
like to see covered, please correspond with me
at SalesDR@TheWeeklyChallenger.com.
See you in 2011!

DIMMITT

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________________

(or)

MCBRIDE

St. Petersburg BAC
Business Training Schedule

Address: ________________________________________________________________________

New Subscription ❏

BY ALAN

Call Mike Hughes
at 727-450-7446

plus tax, tag, title, WAC.
Acquisition fee extra. Includes all
incentives and rebates. Call for details.
Stock #A1616137

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763
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‘Happy New Year!’
Where Did It Begin?

The New Years celebration is the oldest of
all holidays. It dates back to Babylon about
4000 years ago. Near 2000 BC, the
Babylonian New Year began with the first
New Moon after the Vernal Equinox (first day
of spring).
The Babylonian New Year celebration
lasted for eleven days. Each day had its own
particular mode of celebration, but it is safe to
say that modern New Year’s Eve festivities
were pale in comparison. The Romans
continued to observe the New Year in late
March, but their calendar was continually
tampered with by various emperors so that the
calendar soon became out of synchronization
with the sun. In order to set the calendar right,
the Roman senate, in 153 BC, declared
January 1 to be the beginning of the New Year.
But tampering continued until Julius Caesar,
in 46 BC, established what has come to be
known as the Julian calendar. It again established January 1 as the New Year.
New Years is still observed as the Feast of
Christ’s Circumcision by some denominations. During the middle Ages, the Church
remained opposed to celebrating New Years.
However, as time progressed the Western
nations resumed celebrating New Years on
January 1.
One of the marked traditions of the 1st day
of the year includes the making of New Year’s
resolutions. The popular and common resolutions might include the promise to lose weight
or quit smoking. The early Babylonian’s most

popular resolution was to return borrowed
farm equipment. The tradition of using a baby
to signify the New Year began in Greece
around 600 BC. Although early Christians
denounced the practice as pagan, the popularity of the baby as a symbol of rebirth forced the
Church to reevaluate its position. The Church
finally allowed its members to celebrate the
New Year with a baby, which was to
symbolize the birth of the baby Jesus.
For luck in the New Year, many thought
they could affect their luck for the year by
what they ate on first day of year. Many parts
of the U.S. celebrate the New Year by
consuming black-eyed peas. These legumes
are typically accompanied by either hog jowls
or ham. The hog, and thus its meat, is considered lucky because it symbolizes prosperity.
Cabbage is another “good luck” vegetable that
is consumed on New Year’s Day by many.
Cabbage leaves are also considered a sign of
prosperity, being representative of paper
currency. It was once believed that the first
visitor on New Year’s Day would bring either
good luck or bad luck the rest of the year. It
was particularly lucky if that visitor happened
to be a tall dark-haired man. This New Year
let’s be realistic in setting resolutions and
goals. Let’s love one another, treat each other
with respect and kindness and most of all do
the things that will assist us in accomplishing
our goals! Thank you for reading and I hope
you have enjoyed your time OUT AND
ABOUT W/Steve.

SPHA Helps Public
Housing Resident
Celebrate The Holidays
ST. PETERSBURG – The
St.
Petersburg
Housing
Authority’s (SPHA) Adopt-AFamily program made this
holiday season a little merrier
for one family living in public
housing. The housing authority
provided gifts on December 23
to single mother Tocarra Wilson
and her three children, ages one
to six years. The presents, which
included toys and a Publix gift
certificate, were purchased
solely with personal donations
from SPHA staff.
“I told my kids that I was
coming in [to SPHA’s offices] to
get the rest of their presents, and
they were so excited. Without
this help, I wouldn’t be able to
give them much,” said Wilson
with tears in her eyes.
In order to qualify for
selection for this year’s “AdoptA-Family” program, families
had to be SPHA public housing
residents in good standing and
active participants in the
Se c t i o n 3 R e s i d e n t S k i l l s
Assessment program, which is a
pro-active resident outreach and
skills assessment initiative
designed to identify and assist
residents who are ready, willing,
and able to work.
With help from the Section
3 caseworker, Wilson found a
part-time job in August as a
patient care assistant at a local
nursing facility. She also is
taking steps towards completing
one of her educational goals by
enrolling in classes to obtain a

Tocarra Wilson

GED.
“The housing authority
means a lot to me,” said Wilson.
“I was struggling.”
SPHA Chief Executive
Officer Darrell Irions said, “We
are proud of Ms. Wilson’s drive
to achieve more for herself and
her family, and we are happy to
help them celebrate the
holidays. Ms. Wilson is a great
example of how the Section 3
Resident Skills Assessment
program can help motivated
public housing residents secure
jobs, education, self-sufficiency
and self-fulfillment.”
Since the Section 3 Resident
Skills Assessment program’s
inception in March 2010, 295

residents have received program
information, 44 residents have
been interviewed and assessed
for specific training and educational needs, and fourteen
residents have achieved
permanent employment. The
housing industry has honored
SP H A w i t h n a t i o n a l a n d
statewide best practices awards
for program achievements.
More information about the
Section 3 Resident Skills
Assessment program can be
found on SPHA’s website at
http://www.stpeteha.org/section
3.htm.
The St. Petersburg Housing
Authority (SPHA) is a public
body corporate that has a 70year history of developing and
ad m i n i s t e r i n g a ff o r d a b l e
housing programs in the city of
St. Petersburg. Consistently
scored as a “High Performer”
on U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD)
assessments, SPHA provides
housing assistance to more than
3,400 families residing in St.
Petersburg. The authority has
received national awards and
recognition for its innovative
programs, including the
Economies of Scale program,
the Jordan Park HOPE VI redevelopment program, the Section
3 program and the Fraud
Recovery program. More information about the authority’s
programs and services can be
found at www.stpeteha.org.
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Dirtbusters for only two
months now, and carries out all
continued from front page the responsibilities of the
Mrs. Patrick about her staff, I business, but his specialty is
asked her to speak on her car rims and tires.
In talking with another
rationale for who she employs.
employee,
Oscar
She comments, “Well, my young
Juarez,
18,
said,
“I
am
proud
to
husband really wants to see
work
here,
I
have
a
job
and
youth get off the streets, especially young men. He wants to I’m able to support my family
teach them about being men and there’s a good work enviand about hard work. But ronment here.” Kiana Collier,
really, we employ people who manager and daughter of
want to work. We’ve employed Valerie Patrick, who’s been
people who are disabled, on working at Dirtbusters since
work release, just anyone who age 13, says, “By working
with Dirtbusters, my family
wanted work.”
taught me how to
work, be independent and responsible. There was no
time for playing, no
time for the streets.
This place is really
important to me
because it really
teaches our young
black
men
to
actually be men, to
be res p o n s i b l e,
versus the typical
drug dealers that
are seen in the
Valerie Patrick and Jamal Carlee
community, espec ia l l y t h e b l ack
The
youngest
at community. Young men want
Dirtbusters Auto Detailing is to be like that, because that’s
16-year-old Jamal Carlee. I all they know, but we’re trying
asked Jamal why out of all the to provide them with a
places for him to be at this different opportunity.”
Dirtbusters Auto Detailing
moment, why Dirtbusters? He
said, “I want to be here because services about 60-100 cars
I’m getting money.” During every day during their 7-day
fu rt h er conver s ation, it’s work week. They serve a big
mentioned that there are many clientele where people from
ways in which young people different communities come to
make money these days, and experience their service. Tim
some of those choices don’t Thomas, a S t . P et ers b u rg
end up being the right ones, native, frequents Dirtbusters
why this place of all places to Auto Detailing. He said, “I
earn money? Jamal said, “This appreciate the service that I get.
place gives me the opportunity I’m literally right here with my
to earn money the right way.” car and not leaving the work
Jamal has been employed with up to a machine. The workers

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of
Tim Thomas

h ere p ay g reat at t en t i o n
t o d et ai l , t h e p ri ce i s al s o
g o o d an d t h ere’s g o o d
co n v ers at i o n . ”
This is only the beginning
for Dirtbusters Auto Detailing
as their vision for expansion is
in view. “Chester and I want to
have our business all across the
state. We don’t want to be
known as just a little neighborhood car wash. We hold and
teach standards for ourselves
and our workers, we respect
our customers and we teach
young kids how to work. We
are not your typical car wash.”
For more information on
Dirtbusters Auto Detailing visit
their location adjoining Bad to
the Bone Auto Accessories, at
1446 34th Street South.

Friday, Dec. 31 - 2:00 to 11:59 p.m. First Night St.
Petersburg 2011. Visit www.firstnightstpete.com or call
727-823-8906. St. Petersburg rings in the New Year with
music, lights, dance, fire, bubbles, stories, creative fun,
fireworks and much more! First Night St. Petersburg celebrates its 17th Annual New Year's Eve celebration of the
arts from 5:00 p.m. to midnight at multiple venues in
downtown St. Petersburg. Family-oriented festivities with
music stages, entertainment, drama, dance, games, art,
fireworks and more. Buy a button for admission to all
venues and to support First Night! Buttons are $10
adults, $5 for children 6-12.

HELP WANTED AT THE
WEEKLY CHALLENGER - Sales
Associates. Call the office at 727896-2922 for more information.
3/3/1 TOWN HOUSE - Gated
NE St. Pete, Fenced yard,
pets OK, 3 Lanai’s. Contact
Coldwell Banker Agent I.V.
Spears 727-238-2202 Price
reduced: $164,900.
AVON - Improving the lives of
women globally. Barbara L.
Guyton, Independent
Representative 727-512-3785
www.youravon.com/bguyton
BUICK LE SABRE 1998 - Full
Power, 57k miles, Showroom
Condition. Call Paul at BOND
AUTO SALES 727-831-7748
HONDA CIVIC LX 1998 - Full
Power, $700.00 delivers. Call
Paul at BOND AUTO SALES
727-831-7748
HONDA CIVIC DX 1998 5-speed, $500.00 delivers. Call
Paul at BOND AUTO SALES
727-831-7748

Friday, Dec. 31 - Swingin in the New Year, Coliseum, 535
4th Ave. N. Visit www.stpete.org/coliseum or call 727892-5202. Featuring BILL ALLRED'S CLASSIC JAZZ
BAND! Live Music & Dancing + Celebration! 9 p.m. - 1
a.m. Swing Dance Lesson: 8-9 p.m. (no partner needed)
Doors Open 7:30 p.m. Midnight Countdown & BALLOON
DROP.

EXPERIENCED
GENERAL
MANAGER

Saturday, Jan. 1 - SaturDAY Salsa. Every Saturday.
Courtyard by the Bay. The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 2 to 6
p.m. www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.Salsa lessons
and dancing from 2 to 6 p.m. Salsa, Merengue and
Bachata with D.J. Greg "Muevetes" Richardson.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENT RATE

Saturday, Jan. 1 - Kwanzaa Celebration: IMANI. Enoch
Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S., 6 p.m. Kwanzaa, or
"First Fruits of the Harvest," is an African-American and
Pan-Africian holiday which celebrates and strengthens
community, family and culture over a period of seven
days.IMANI (Faith) Hosted by African American Arts
Council, Inc. Contact: Raynetta Mobley at 727-820-0240.

Kiana Collier

CLASSIFIED

for restaurant.
Computer skills
needed.
Competitive Salary.
Fax resume
(727) 384-3325

$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for
each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you
publish your ad. Must pay in full
prior to run date.
Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
UNIQUE STYLEZ
and CUTZ
WALK-INS WELCOME
YOGI

115 - 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Call 727-557-4511 • Monday-Saturday

DEBBIE’S PLACE

Safe, Healthy & Happy
Environment For Your Child!
Licensed Childcare Provider
Open to ALL AGES
Location: 2120 Union Street S.
Work: 727-821-1239
Cell: 727-430-6446

No Application Fee! No Late Fee!
Weekly Challenger Special $25.00 Savings

FORCLOSURE? We Can Help You Save Your Home!
Call us today at 727-512-8261 or Email us Today
at info@Rubinslaw.com. Don’t wait, call us NOW!

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33714
www.rubinslaw.com / www.churchlaw@seminars.com

Senior Attorney
Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

Skin care packed with
multiple benefits. Special
offers you don’t want to
miss. Free samples so
you can try before you
buy. Free makeovers and
expert tips. Shop at your
convenience with my personal delivery. No crowds. No parking hassles.
No drain on your gas tank. What better way to get all your skin care and
makeup! Contact me today!

Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

NEW LOCATION

4940 Central Ave., St. Petersburg

727-321-6600
DR. DEBORAH FLANAGAN &
DR. CHRISTINE MANZELLA
Board Certified
Optometric Physicians

FOR A LIMITED TIME!
15% OFF ONE SERVICE OR
PRODUCT WITH THIS AD
OR REGISTER FOR A DRAWING FOR ONE PAIR OF
DESIGNER SUNGLASSES!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
60 Seconds
On Success
BY THE QUEEN OF SUCCESS
SELPHENIA N ICHOLS-SIMMONS

5 S.T.E.P.S. To Success Part 6

“We must be willing to choose the path of
character over the path of compromise.” Unknown
Step 5: Stand. Stand for something or you
will fall for anything. Your personal values in
life will be critical to the success of your
ministry, business and relationships. This
step goes back to your character, values,
morals, beliefs, ministry and business
practices as inferred to in Step 2: Take
Control.
You must know what you believe as it
pertains to key areas and allow these beliefs
to set the positive boundaries and the
framework for which you will operate and
make decisions. These decisions will be your
stand. Your stand will enable you to stand.
Your stand will enable you to stand in an
ethical manner. Your stand enables you to
stand and persevere in adverse situations.
Your stand enables you to stand to govern
yourself with self-discipline and determination. Your stand enables you to stand and
make sound financial decisions. Your stand

enables you to stand for righteousness.
Righteousness exalts a nation; but sin is a
reproach to any people. (Proverb 14:34) Your
stand enables you to stand and work hard,
putting forth your best effort in everything
you do. Your stand enables you to set the
atmosphere for any environment you are in.
Your STAND!
What is it that you stand for?! Your stand
will determine how you behave in any given
situation. How you behave will define your
character. Your character will determine your
destiny. How you stand determines how you
succeed. The values you stand for will
determine your value as a person, in business
or in ministry. Be empowered to stand as we
close this series on the 5 S.T.E.P.S. to
success. Here’s an excerpt to remember as
you stand in success!
If you want a thing bad enough, To go out
and fight for it, Work day and night for it,
Give up your time, your peace, and your
sleep for it…You’ll get it! Success by Berton
Braley.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Send Notices Or Information About
Future Community Events To editor@theweeklychallenger.com

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

LAWSON FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES
When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation.
At Lawson Funeral Home – we offer:
• A courteous and understanding staff
• Comfortable and clean facilities
• A price that is fair to you
• Services that are carried out with
dignity and respect

By
Cherin L. Stover

Keep All Your Money

Why Pay When You Can Get
Your Taxes Done For Free?
Free tax filing assistance is
available throughout Pinellas
County through the VITA
(Volunteer Income Tax Assistance)
program. VITA volunteers are
trained according to IRS guidelines
to fill out basic tax forms including
the ones needed to claim the
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
and the Child Tax Credit (CTC).
There is no charge for VITA
services. VITA sites file tax returns
electronically which helps filers get
a faster turn-around on a refund. If
you earn under $49,000, VITA
services provide an alternative to
expensive commercial fees.
In these challenging economic
times, federal tax credits and free
tax preparation mean more for
working families than ever before.
At a time when every penny
counts, paying to file a tax return
can drain money from a worker’s
tax refund. Many people feel
confused or intimidated when
faced with filing a tax return. More
than half of all tax payers pay a tax
preparer to file their tax return, and
70 percent of EITC claims are filed
through commercial tax preparers.
Is it worth paying hundreds of
dollars for a difference of just a few
days? Visit one of the 12 free VITA

sites in Pinellas; having your IRS
refund deposited directly into a bank
account takes only about 7 to 12
days.
2011 VITAChecklist:
Getting Help to Prepare your
Taxes – When you go to a VITAsite,
be ready. Take these items with you:
- Valid picture ID
- Social Security cards or
Individual Taxpayer Identification
Numbers (ITIN) for you, your
spouse and any children born before
December 31, 2010. Bring the cards
to ensure information is copied
correctly onto the tax return.
In c o m e d o c u m e n t a t i o n
including:
- W-2 Forms from all jobs
worked in 2010
- All 1099 Forms showing other
income received in 2010
- A blank check for direct
deposit of your refund (If you don’t’
have a checking account,
- Bring your bank account
name, number and the 9-digit
American Bankers Association
(ABA) routing number. Contact
your bank if you need assistance
identifying the ABAnumber.
- Copy of 2009 tax return (if you
have it)
If any of the following apply to
you, take documentation with you:
- Child care expenses, including

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355

Advertisers

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

28 17 12

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

Where experience and
service counts!

PLEASE
Support
OUR

5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

Lawson Funeral Home and
Cremation Services
4535 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
Phone: (727) 623-9025
Fax: (727) 623-9027
E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com

provider’s address and federal ID#
- Mortgage company statements
- Adoption expenses
- Alimony paid or received
- Any notices received from the
IRS or state tax office
- Property tax bills
- College tuition and student
loan interest statements
Additional forms of income
such as:
- Prizes and awards
- Scholarships and fellowships
- Lottery/gambling winnings
If you lost or do not have all of
these items, you can still get your
taxes prepared. Call the IRS helpline
at 1-800-829-1040 to find out what
you need to do and how to obtain
replacement documents.
The Wealth Building Coalition
of Pinellas County promotes
community awareness of the Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC) and free
tax preparation for working families
and individuals. Its mission is to
promote and expand economic and
asset-building opportunities for low
and moderate income households
throughout Pinellas County. The
Wealth Building Coalition is
supported by JWB Children’s
Services Council and The Weekly
Challenger.

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

PICK OF THE WEEK!

949
113
276

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
3-8 1-4
4-7 2-6
6-1 5-3
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ENTERTAINMENT

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Halle Berry

Ain’t Misbehavin’

SARASOTA - Lucky me! Last week I had
the opportunity to attend the the Tony Award
winning musical Ain’t Misbehavin’ in
Sarasota. This was the 2010-2011 season
opener for the West Coast Black Theater
Troupe (WCBTT). For me, it was truly a trip
back in time, remembering when my parents
talked about the Savoy Ballroom, the Cotton
Club, Lenox Avenue, the late night feasts consisting of waffles and fried chicken before
they would return home to Newark, New
Jersey with their friends.
Other fond memories were the many afternoons after school when I would listen over
and over to Fats Waller playing piano and
sometimes organ on the scratched vinyl 78s.
Ain’t Misbehavin’ was one of my favorite
tunes, and the one my mother used when she
was teaching me how to dance.
Waller was a jazz pianist who was a
master of stride piano. He was not only a
skilled pianist, but also a composer and singer.
Often, he was known for his comical performances. Waller was considered to be one of the
most popular performers of his time. The
musical Ain’t Misbehavin’ is a revue of the
songs written by jazz icon Fats Waller.
As for the song, Ain’t Misbehavin’, Waller
said he composed it in a friend’s New York
apartment in about 45-minutes. When writing
songs, Waller was known to put together a few
riffs and then repeat them until he had
completed a 32-bar song. The song Ain’t
Misbehavin’ has sustained its popularity
throughout the years, and for some jazz
vocalists and musicians, it rates second only to
Waller’s “Honeysuckle Rose.”
The West Coast Black Theater Troupe’s

(WCBTT) cast consisted of five performers:
Ariel Blue, Jnana Cherie, Donald Frison,
Whitney Johnson and Leon Pitts. Ladies and
gentlemen, these five performers were simply
outstanding. They were not only funny and
entertaining but they could sing and dance,
and they were dressed to the nines.
Although I enjoyed all tunes sung by the
performers, there were several favorites of
mine that may also be favorites of yours. Do
you remember “Ain’t Nobody’s Business If I
Do”, “Jitterbug Waltz”, “Cash For Your
Trash”, “The Joint Is Jumpin’, “The Reefer
Song”, “Your Feet’s Too Big”, Fat And
Greasy”, “I Can’t Give You Anything But
Love”, “Black And Blue”, and “I’m Gonna Sit
Right Down And Write Myself A Letter.”
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at JazzJamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

Halle Berry, born August
14, 1966, is an American
actress, former fashion model,
and beauty queen. Berry has
received Emmy and Golden
Globe awards for “Introducing
Dorothy Dandridge” and an
Academy Award for Best
Actress in 2001 for her performance in “Monster's Ball,”
becoming the first and, as of
2009, only woman of AfricanAmerican descent to have won
the award for Best Actress. She
is one of the highest-paid
actresses in Hollywood and also
a Revlon spokeswoman. She has
also been involved in the production side of several of her
films.
Before becoming an actress,
Berry entered several beauty
contests, finishing runner-up in
the Miss USA (1986), and
winning the Miss USA World
1986 title. Her breakthrough
feature film role was in the 1991
“Jungle Fever.” This led to roles
in “The Flintstones” (1994),
“Bulworth” (1998), “X-Men”
(2000) and its sequels, and as
Bond Girl Jinx in “Die Another
Day” (2002). She also won a
worst actress Razzie Award in
2005 for “Catwoman” and
accepted the award in person.
Berry has been dating
French-Canadian model Gabriel
Aubry since November 2005.
Their first child, a girl named
Nahla Ariela Aubry, was born
March 16, 2008.
Berry was born Maria Halle
Berry, though her name was
legally changed to Halle Maria
Berry in 1971. Berry's parents
selected her middle name from
Halle's Department Store, which
was then a local landmark in her
birthplace of Cleveland. Berry
graduated from Bedford High
School, afterwards working in
the children's department at
Higbee's Department store. She
then studied at Cuyahoga
Community College. In the
1980s, she entered several

beauty contests, winning Miss
Teen All-American in 1985 and
Miss Ohio USA in 1986. She
was the 1986 Miss USA first
runner-up to Christy Fichtner of
Texas. In the Miss USA 1986
pageant interview competition,
she said she hoped to become an
entertainer or to have something
to do with the media. Her
interview was awarded the
highest score by the judges. She
was the first African-American
Miss World entrant in 1986,
where she finished sixth and
Trinidad and Tobago's Giselle
Laronde was crowned Miss
World.
In the late 1980s, Berry went
to Illinois to pursue a modeling
career as well as acting. One of
her first acting projects was a
television series for local cable
by Gordon Lake Productions
called Chicago Force. In 1989,
Berry landed the role of Emily
Franklin in the short-lived ABC
television series “Living Dolls”
(a spin-off of “Who's the
Boss?”). She went on to have a
recurring role on the long
running serial “Knots Landing.”
In 1992, Berry was cast as the
love interest in the video for R.
Kelly's seminal single, "Honey
Love".
Her breakthrough feature
film role was in Spike Lee's
“Jungle Fever,” in which she
played a drug addict named
Vivian. Her first co-starring role
was in the 1991 film Strictly
Business. In 1992, Berry
portrayed a career woman who
falls for Eddie Murphy in the
romantic comedy “Boomerang.”
That same year, she caught the
public's attention as a headstrong biracial slave in the TV
adaptation of “Queen: The Story
of an American Family,” based
on the book by Alex Haley.
Berry was in the live-action
“Flintstones” movie as "Sharon
Stone", the sultry secretary who
seduced Fred Flintstone.
Playing a former drug addict
struggling to regain custody of
her son in “Losing Isaiah”
(1995), Berry tackled a more
serious role, starring opposite
co-star Jessica Lange. She
portrayed Sandra Beecher in
“Race the Sun” (1996), which
was based on a true story, and
co-starred
alongside
Kurt
Russell
in
“Executive
Decision.” From 1996 onwards,

she was a Revlon spokeswoman
for seven years and renewed her
contract in 2004.
In 1998, Berry received
praise for her role in “Bulworth”
as an intelligent woman raised
by activists who gives a politician (Warren Beatty) a new
lease on life. The same year, she
played the singer Zola Taylor,
one of the three wives of pop
singer Frankie Lymon, in the
biopic “Why Do Fools Fall in
Love.” In the 1999 HBO
biopic “Introducing Dorothy
Dandridge,” she portrayed the
first black woman to be
nominated for a Best Actress
Academy Award. Berry's performance was recognized with
several awards, including an
Emmy and a Golden Globe.
Berry portrayed the mutant
superhero Storm in the film
adaptation of the comic book
series “X-Men” (2000) and its
sequels, “X2: X-Men United”
(2003) and “X-Men: The Last
Stand” (2006). In 2001,
Berry appeared in the film
“Swordfish,” which featured her
first on-screen nude scene. At
first, she refused to be filmed
topless in a sunbathing scene,
but she changed her mind when
Warner Brothers raised her fee
substantially. The brief flash of
her breasts added $500,000 to
her fee. After turning down
numerous roles that required
nudity, she said she decided to
make “Swordfish” because her
husband Benet supported her
and encouraged her to take risks.
In 2001, Berry appeared as
Leticia Musgrove, the wife of an
executed murderer, in the film
“Monster's Ball.” Her performance was awarded the National
Board of Review and the Screen
Actors Guild prizes, and earned
her an Academy Award nomination for Best Actress. Berry
made history by becoming the
first African-American woman
to receive a Best Actress
Academy Award. The NAACP
issued
this
statement
"Congratulations to Halle Berry
and Denzel Washington for
giving us hope and making us
proud. If this is a sign that
Hollywood is finally ready to
give opportunity and judge performance based on skill and not
on skin color then it is a good
thing."

Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Edition
(Jan. 13, 2011)
Black History
Month Edition
(Feb. 17, 2011)

Call Today!
727-896-2922

NEW YEAR’S DAY (Jan. 1)
Royal Theater 7 PM Doors Open at 6:30
GET THERE EARLY!!
Admission $10 • (No Kids Please)
1011 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
727-327-6556 or 727-564-0066
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
All Bucs Playoff Scenarios
Hinge On Beating Saints

BY FRED GOODALL

Coach Raheem Morris

TAMPA (AP) - The Tampa Bay
Buccaneers aren’t spending a lot of
time going over the various scenarios
under which they can make the
playoffs.
None of them work unless the
NFL’s youngest team can defeat an
opponent with a winning record for the
first time all season. So, coach Raheem
Morris and his players say they’re
focused solely on trying to beat New
Orleans this week.
While a win over the Saints won’t
necessarily guarantee a NFC wild-card
berth, a loss to the defending Super
Bowl champions will eliminate any
chance of the Bucs (9-6) earning a spot
over the Green Bay Packers and New
York Giants.

“That’s all we can think about.
That’s our playoff game,” Morris said.
“It we go out and win it, whatever
happens happens. ... If you waste time
during the week worrying about
scenarios, usually you take away from
time in preparation, and we don’t like
to do that.”
The Bucs kept their hopes alive
with a 38-15 victory over Seattle,
clinching a winning record after going
3-13 in their first season under the 34year-old Morris.
There were snickers during
training camp when the league’s
youngest head coach declared his
largely inexperienced team was
capable of winning 10 games and
making the playoffs, however no one is
laughing now.
With Sunday’s victory over the
Seahawks, the Bucs became the first
team since the NFL/AFL merger in
1970 to start 10 or more rookies during
the course of a non-strike season and
finish with a winning record.
Their one-year improvement from
three wins to nine matches the biggest
single-season turnaround in franchise
history. And, they’ve done it with a
second-year quarterback who didn’t
make his first start until midway
through his rookie season.

Josh Freeman threw for a careerbest five touchdowns and had a singlegame 144.2 passer rating against
Seattle. The 22-year-old has 23 TD
passes vs. six interceptions and has led
five fourth-quarter comebacks this
year.
In addition to matching their
season-high point total against Seattle,
the Bucs more importantly finally
showed signs of having an offense
capable of pounding struggling
defenses into submission late in games.
Rookie
LeGarrette
Blount
overcame a slow start to rush for 164
yards most by a Bucs runner in 10
years and Freeman threw his last TD
pass after the Seahawks drew within a
couple of scores of possibly tying it in
the fourth quarter.
Freeman finished 21 of 26 for 237
yards and no interceptions.
“I just can’t say enough good
about him. He continues to get better at
the little things that a lot of people don’t
necessarily recognize watching the
game,” offensive coordinator Greg
Olson said. “He’s gotten better every
week and we still see him getting better
and being the guy that will put the
dagger in some peoples hearts as he
goes forward.”
The Saints, who had a shot at

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

clinching a playoff berth when they
faced the Atlanta Falcons on Monday
night, won an earlier meeting against
the Bucs 31-6 in Tampa.
Tampa Bay has improved offensively since then, with Blount being
one of the biggest reasons.
The 250-pound running back,
claimed off waivers just before the
season opener, was inactive for the first
game against New Orleans and didn’t
make his first pro start until Week 11.
He enters Sunday’s finale needing 59
yards rushing to reach 1,000 for the
season.
“I think our guys are really excited
that they get a chance to play them
again,” Olson said. “We were very disappointed after that first game.”
In a sense, it may be fitting that the
Bucs need to beat the defending
champs to remain in contention for a
wild-card berth.
Tampa Bay is 9-1 against team
with losing records, compared to 0-5
against opponents with winning marks.
“It feels awesome just to know that
this is an all-or-nothing game,” Blount
said.
“I told a lot of the Saints after we
played them the first time: ‘We owe
you one,’ left tackle Donald Penn
added. “We’re going to see you again.”

The Bucs (9-6) will travel to New Orleans to face the Saints (11-4) Sunday, January 2nd, at 1 p.m.

Alabama RB Mark Ingram
Set To Play Boyhood Team
BY JOHN ZENOR

Alabama
tailback
Mark
Ingram is gearing up to face his
boyhood team.
Ingram grew up following his
parents’ alma mater Michigan
State, where his father and grandfather played football.
He and the Crimson Tide will

Mark Ingram

face the Spartans Saturday in the
Capital One Bowl in Orlando, Fla.
Ingram says he still cheers for
Michigan State, especially in basketball.
Michigan State coach Mark
Dantonio says ``there’s no hard
feelings whatsoever’’ over Ingram
choosing Alabama. He won the
Heisman Trophy and a national

championship last season.
Ingram’s junior season hasn’t
been as successful. He hasn’t
topped 100 yards rushing in his
last eight games.
Ingram says he hasn’t decided
if he’ll return for his senior season
or enter the NFL draft, where he’s
projected as a first-round pick.

Browns Have Mangini’s Back

BYTOM WITHERS

Eric Mangini

BEREA, Ohio (AP) - His
destiny’s unknown and in team
president Mike Holmgren’s hands.
Eric Mangini could be down to his
final days with the Browns.
He hopes his time in Cleveland
isn’t over.
But if this is indeed the end, and
only Holmgren knows for sure,
Mangini’s last week began with two
players stepping forward to say they
hope he returns for a third season.
“I have the utmost respect for
him,” said cornerback Sheldon Brown.
“I can’t say anything negative about
him. You may find someone else, but I
can’t. He’s treated me like a man from
day one.”
Fullback Lawrence Vickers, one
of the NFL’s most devastating
blockers, cleared a path for his coach.
“I love Mangini,” Vickers said.
“He’s a good guy, so I want him back.
If not, I can’t do nothing about it. Like
he tells us, life goes on.”
The comments were the most
positive and public spoken by any
Cleveland players this season in

support of Mangini, whose record
dropped to 10-21 with the Browns (510) following Sunday’s home loss to
Baltimore. To this point, many of the
Browns had either sidestepped
questions about Mangini by saying ``it
isn’t my decision’’ or they were
focused on the game ahead.
Not Brown and Vickers. They
have Mangini’s back.
Cleveland’s season, which peaked
with a Nov. 7 upset of New England,
has been in steady decline. The Browns
are just 2-5 since then, with losses at
Buffalo and Cincinnati both two-win
teams at the time providing the
necessary ammo for Holmgren or any
Mangini bashers to pass judgment.
Holmgren hasn’t spoken to the
media since Nov. 2, when he said he
would wait until after the season before
making any decision on Mangini.
Brown, acquired in an offseason
trade, played for Andy Reid in
Philadelphia. He believes Mangini has
the qualities to take the Browns to a
higher level.
“He has all the intangibles,” he
said. “He learned from one of the best
(Bill Belichick). Obviously he knows
the plan. For us, it’s just going out and
executing the plan. It’s not his fault
when we give up touchdown passes.
It’s not his fault when we throw interceptions. It’s not his fault when we
fumble. The players control that.”
Mangini was grateful to learn that
two of his players spoke highly of him.
One of the goals he has met since
taking over the Browns has been filling

his roster with high-character people
who value team success over individual triumph.
The Browns have bonded.
“There’s a sense of community in
this team and sense of purpose that
doesn’t happen by accident,” he said.
“We all want to win every week.
There’s tremendous respect for each
other. That’s going to continue to be
here and it’s going to continue to propel
us forward.”
For at least one more week.
The Browns will end the season
by hosting the Pittsburgh Steelers (114), who will come to Cleveland on
Sunday looking to win the AFC North.
It’s one more chance for Mangini to
show Holmgren how much his team
has improved in Year 2. And while the
record _ the Browns finished 5-11 last
year has barely budged, Mangini’s
confident significant strides have been
made.
“We are seeing it on Sunday at 4
o’clock,” he said. “It’s not showing up
in the ultimate category, which is to win
games. That needs to continue to
improve. But I think the progress is
showing up every single week in the
way we play, the style we play, the consistency all those things are apparent.”
Mangini’s supporters and it’s a surprisingly sizable group point to the
Browns’ competitiveness all season.
They’ve been in every game. They’ve
pulled off shocking wins over the
Patriots and New Orleans. And,
they’ve had to withstand a rash of
injuries, including high ankle sprains to

all three quarterbacks.
Mangini’s detractors argue the
Browns should have pulled out a few
more games. They also question
Mangini’s decision making, clock
management and ultraconservative
tendencies on game day. In Sunday’s
loss, the Browns wasted valuable time
before settling for a field goal to end the
first half, and then botched an onside
kick to open the second.
Holmgren, who celebrated his
one-year anniversary in Cleveland last
week, has hinted at a possible return to
the sideline. It’s not known if the 62year-old has exterminated the coaching
bug or if he’ll make a switch if one of
his former assistants such as Jon
Gruden or Marty Mornhinweg is
available.
Holmgren may decide to keep
Mangini and change his staff.
Mangini said he has not discussed
anything with Holmgren outside of
“team related stuff,” and that he isn’t
curious about what his boss is thinking.
“I remember somebody telling me
one time don’t worry about the future,
it comes soon enough,” Mangini said.
By next Monday, things should be
much clearer.
Until then, Vickers said the
Browns will do what Mangini has
preached.
“We want to keep fighting for our
coach,” he said. “That’s the type of
coach that he is. Hey, he coached us to
finish, and that’s what we’re trying to
do.”
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continued from fron t page
civil rights organizations, and
individuals joined to raise
funds to save lives and rebuild.
The suffering continues as tens
of thousands still live in tent
cities and an outbreak of
cholera has killed at least 140
in surrounding areas.
March 23, 2010 - Civil
rights Groups applauded
President Obama’s signing of
historic Health Care Bill:
Ad v ocates f or the most
sweeping social reform in
decades applauded the passage
an d s igning of President
Obama’s health care bill. Civil
rights leaders had been among
the most vocal backers of the
bill because AfricanAmericans are among the most
disparately impacted by lack
of insurance, chronic diseases,
poor medical care and other
health-related setbacks. “Like
Social Security, Medicare,
Medicaid, and Civil Rights
laws in the past, today’s vote
will forever be a threshold
moment for the nation,” said
Marc Morial, president and
chief executive officer of the
Na t i onal Ur ban Le ague .
“Generations to come will
look back to this day as one
where the American dream
was more fully realized.”
April 15, 2010 – Former
NAACP Executive Director
Dr. Benjamin Hooks died:
Hooks, 85, was memorialized
in Memphis. He was remembered by current NAACP
President and CEO Ben
Jealous as “one of the greatest
Am er icans of the 20th
Century.” Hooks was also a
Baptist minister, a lawyer, an
FCC commissioner, a businessman and a judge. But he
was best known as a civil
rights leader who resurrected
the nation’s oldest civil rights
organization as its long-time
executive director from 1977
to 1992. Under Hooks’ leadership, the organization led the
way of pressuring Congress to
pass the extension of such
landmark legislation such the
civil rights and voting rights
bills. Also, NAACP’s membership base reportedly grew by
hundreds of thousands during
his tenure.
April 20, 2010 - Dr.
Dorothy Height, president
emeritus of the National
Council of Negro Women died
at the age of 98: Thousands
honored her in three days of
memorials, including 3,000
mourners at the Washington
National Cathedral. President
Barack Obama delivered her
eulogy April 30. He described
Dr. Height’s life as one that for
almost an entire century not
only lifted other lives but also
changed the course of history
for her country. The wheelchair-bound Height, with her
trademark hats that “she wore
l i k e a cr own” re ma ined
dedicated to the causes of
racial justice and had become a
White House regular. Because

DROPOUTS

continued from front page

secondary schooling or
training by 2020.” It goes on to
match on a one-to-one basis
the “progress” made since
2001 with the “challenges” in
that area that remain to be
overcome.
For example, while
400,000 fewer pupils attend
dropout factories, there are yet
2.2 million high school youth

of her 80 years of civil rights
contributions, historian have
ranked her alongside the male
“big six” civil rights leaders,
which are Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., James Farmer, John
Lewis, A. Philip Randolph,
Roy Wilkins and Whitney M.
Young Jr.
May 9, 2010 - Death of the
legendary actress, singer and
dancer Lena Horne at the age
of 92: The Brooklyn-born
entertainer was the first Black
performer to be signed to a
long-term contract by a major
Hollywood studio and who
went on to achieve international fame as a singer. She was
viewed as a mantle of AfricanAmerican beauty and consciousness, who as an iconic
performer made her name
from a variety of entertainment
platforms including the big
screen, where she was the first
African-American actor to
sign to a long-term contract by
a major Hollywood studio; in
music, where she won four
Grammy awards, and in night
clubs, where she extensively
toured despite the racism that
plagued her era. Horne’s light
skin allowed her to traverse
through doors that many other
black entertainers had a hard
time walking through. Still,
she was loved and highly
respected because she refused
to let herself, as she described,
become ‘’an imitation of a
white woman.’’
July 8, 2010 - Oscar Grant
killer found guilty of involuntary manslaughter: Former
B ay Are a R ap i d Tran s i t
(BART) Officer Johannes
Mehserle was found guilty of
involuntary manslaughter in
the death of Oscar Grant in the
early hours of New Year’s Day
2009 on a train platform.
Mehserle shot Grant in the
back while he was handcuffed
on the ground. He claimed he
thought he was holding a taser.
The ruling sparked outrage
among many in the black
c ommunity an d b ey o n d .
Mehserle was later sentenced
to only two years in the killing,
causing more outbreaks of
protests.
July
19,
2010
Department of Agriculture
employee Shirley Sherrod
fired: Former Department of
Agriculture Rural Development
Director Shirley Sherrod of
South West Georgia suddenly
became a national figure after
the highly respected civil
rights and racial justice worker
was forced to r e s i g n b y
A g r i c u l t u r e Secretary
Tom Vilsack because of a
distorted and edited videotaped version of a March 2010
speech to NAACP. In the
speech, she was made to
appear as if she had discriminated against a white farmer.
Vilsack fired her without first
hearing the context of the
remarks, which had been
doctored by Fox News and Tea
Party activist Andrew
Breitbart”, who released the
edited video out of context.

As the truth was revealed
by the release of the full video,
S h erro d recei v ed p u b l i c
apologies and an offer of a new
job from Vilsack, which she
declined. She also received an
apologetic phone call from
President Obama. Her
husband, the Rev. Charles
Sherrod, is a leading civil
rights organizer, who marched
and organized alongside Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and was
arrested five times during the
civil
rights
movement.
Breitbart never apologized.
Sept. 10, 2010 - The Death
of Dr. Ron Walters, 72: His
death shocked many who did
not even know that he was ill.
The ‘scholarly giant’ was a
political analyst, a Howard
University and University of
Maryland professor, a lecturer,
a strategist, a mentor, an
au t h o r, a co m m en t at o r, a
thought leader, a Black Press
columnist, an activist, a
husband and a friend who kept
right on working until the very
end. “Dr. Ron Walters was the
pre-eminent
activist
and
scholar of our times,” said the
Rev. Jesse Jackson, who
visited with Walters in the
hospital during his final days
and delivered the eulogy.
Often referred to as the “most
quoted political scientist in the
nation, Dr. Walters had served
as the chief strategist for both
of Rev. Jackson’s political
campaigns, 1984 and 1988. In
his home town of Wichita,
Kan. he led what many historians consider the nation’s first
lunch-counter sit-in protest in
1958.
Dec. 8, 2010 - Black
farmers finally received justice
through the $1.15 billion
Claims Resolution Act of
2010: The long-awaited resolution settled long-standing
race discrimination suits by
black farmers against the
federal government. President
Obama’s signature on the
landmark discrimination settlement meant checks of
approximately $50,000 each to
m o re t h an 7 5 , 0 0 0 b l ack
farmers across the country,
who were either wrongly
denied loans or the right to
farm. The settlement ends the
case, Pigford v. Glickman, a
class-action suit first filed in
the 1990s. John Boyd of
Baskerville, Va. led the case,
which chronicled decades of
discrimination by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.
Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2010 Black Unemployment
Consistently High all year:
black unemployment has
remained at record levels since
January 2010, when it started
at 16.5 percent, the highest for
the year. The year closes with
16 percent joblessness in black
communities. This compares
to a current national average of
9 percent. For White workers,
the rate was 8.7 percent in
January 2010 and is now 8.9
percent. The highest White
unemployment rate for the
year was 9 percent.

BY LISAFRITSCH

OMG Parents

Parents are now blaming the
internet for their lack of control over
their children.
Previous generations never had
cell phones and computers, but kids
were scamming their parents and
bullying their classmates long before
Google and Facebook existed. The
consequences, in fact, were more
serious then since what went down
took place in real time and space —
not cyberspace.
Today’s bully isn’t the big
buster Billy who shows up with a
posse of five on the playground to
intimidate little Timmy with a firm
shoulder shove or book-dumping.
Cyber Billy opens an online account
and torments Timmy with mean
words and threats.
Today’s high school hunk
doesn’t drive to “Make-Out Point”
when he can engage in “sexting”
and get naked photos of his female
classmates on his smart phone. And
he can now virtually share her with
his friends with a click.
What is a parent to do, especially if other parents are less concerned
about the way their children behave
in cyberspace? What if their son is
the cyber bully or their daughter is
the scheming debutante calling other
girls a whore? What if their daughter
is being pressured into the world of
sex in the internet?
How about an old-fashioned
and simple solution?
How much time do parents
spend with their children, besides
taking and picking them up from
school? Are parents taking the time
to have regular sit-down family
dinners to discuss their day and let

children in on the importance of
family and how much this togetherness is cherished? Are parents
taking time to know their children’s
friends and their friend’s parents?
Finally, where do children find the
time to roam Facebook, the internet
and text for hours?
Between school, after school
activities, homework and chores,
where are children finding all this
time for cyber-mischief?
Children should not have unaccounted for and unsupervised time
on their hands. Kids should always
be supervised. Privacy has no place
in a child’s life. The parents who
believe in a right to privacy should
think carefully about how they
managed their own private time as
teenagers.
Children will always look for
ways to skirt the rules. If the rules
are already loose to non-existent,
parents invite mass chaos, selfdestruction and emotional and
sometimes physical harm to their
children.
It is naïve for parents to go to
school administrators for help with
cyber-bullying and sexting
occurring outside of school. At some
point, parents must be parents.
Schools can barely contain kids
from homes with scant behavioral
and disciplinary boundaries while at
school, let alone be responsible for
them after the bell rings. Parents
need to get ahead of the game by
controlling their children’s time and
space from the outset.
A parent can prevent a child
from having a Faceboook page.
Computers can be located in family
areas and locked down with secure
passwords known only to parents.

Lisa Fritsch

Phones can be internet-disabled,
and parents can openly monitor texts
with full disclosure to their children
to prevent sexual indiscretions.
Better yet, parents can take the
time to sit down and discuss —
graphically and truthfully — the
moral and psychological implications of their carnal impulses and
desire to impugn others. This takes
time.
Judy, a parent recently profiled
by the New York Times, caught on
to this simple truth after she caught
her daughter cyber-bullying. Judy
took away all of her daughter’s electronics. “There were weeks of
screaming and slammed doors,” but
“as Judy took long walks with her
daughter, the girl began to resemble
the child Judy thought she’d
known.”
Parents must get to know their
children and be part of their lives.
We must know their stories and tell
them ours. We must know their
friends and their friends’ friends,
whether or not their kids think it’s an
imposition.
Loving our kids is not enough.
Love takes time.

The National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section

Invites You To Attend The

25th Annual Leadership
Awards Breakfast
Celebrating The Dream of

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Honoring The Legacy, Fulfilling The Dream

in the dropout factories that
still exist. And while the Class
of 2008 graduated 120,000
more students than the Class of
2001, the Class of 2020 needs
to graduate 600,000 more
students than the Class of 2008
(holding population constant)
in order to reach the goal of a
90-percent national graduation
rate.
The report concludes by
noting that “while the results of
the past decade have been

mixed, with progress in some
areas, and limited improvement in others, these efforts
have laid the groundwork for
more rapid and systematic
progress in the next decade.”
Those future initiatives,
however, could be significantly
undermined by something the
report does not discuss: the
impact of budget deficits at the
federal, state and local level on
funds available for public
school initiatives.

GUEST SPEAKER: ATTORNEY WILLIE E. GARY,
Prominent Trial Lawyer and Philanthropist

M ONDAY, JANUARY 17, 2011 • 7:30 A.M. • TICKETS $25.00
THE H ISTORIC ST. P ETERSBURG C OLISEUM, 535 4TH AVE. N., ST. P ETERSBURG, FL

For additional information or tickets call NCNW 727-896-6556
or visit www.mlkbreakfast-stpete.com
Deanie K’s Beauty Salon 894-1734 • NCNW 1835 9th Avenue South
Freedom Bank: 1200 4th Street North; 9700 Koger Blvd.

Presenting Sponsor:

Co-Sponsors:
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First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

912 3rd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-822-2089 • Rev. Bryant Fayson, Pastor

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Sunday Church School ---------------------------------------9:10 a.m.

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service ------------------------------------11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

WMS "The Gathering--------------1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME,
the oldest African-American Church in St. Pete."

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m.
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages) Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m.

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Thursday Nights: 9:15 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15 a.m.; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30 p.m. ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30 p.m.; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15 p.m.

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

vSunday..............7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB ......6:45 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday ..........................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
United for Christ FWB Church

United for Christ is
inviting you to fellowship
with them at their Watch
Night service on Friday,
Dec. 31 starting at 9:00 p.m.

Guest speakers are Rev.
James Butler and Minister
Sam
Mincey,
Galilee
Missionary Baptist Church.
United for Christ is in

search of a musician. For
more information, please
contact Pastor Tyrone Ford
at 727-744-3589 or 727258-4993.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
You’re invited to join us at
our Watch Night Services 10:00
p.m. this Friday, December 31,
as we thank God for keeping us
We’ll also offer
in 2010.
Prayers of Thanks for what God
will do through us to glorify His
Kingdom in 2011.
SAVE THE DATE: A collaboration of St. Petersburg
Churches and Communities

Presents...”The King & I”
Music & Lecture Series January 14 and 15 - honoring
the Late Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. This 2-day
event is one you don’t want to
miss!
7 p.m. Friday - “I Have a
Dream” Youth Mass Choir
Concert
10 a.m. Saturday morning Music and Lecture Series with
Re-Enactments of the Civil
Rights Movement and Dr.
King’s Funeral

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church hosts both events and is
located at 3455 26th Avenue
South, St. Petersburg. FMI:
Min. Kevin Parrott at 727-8944311, ext. 275.
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
extends its Best Wishes to All
for The New Year!
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone: 727-894-4311.
www.mzprogressive.org.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, “God’s House in the
City,” under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9:00 a.m.
for Sunday School and at 10:15
a.m. worship service. Bible
S t u d y and Teen S ummit/
Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7:00 p.m.
We are committed to a Christcentered, people-centered, teamc e n t e r ed and Bible-ba se d

ministry; with priorities focused
on love, forgiveness, unity, peace
and growth. We celebrate in
worship, we care for one another,
we cultivate the fullest spiritual
life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles
results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages and interests.
We a l s o e n c o u r a g e t h e
community to make use of our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
Faith Bible Institute (FBI) is

now accepting applications for
elective courses. These courses
are open to anyone 12th grade
and older. The first elective being
offered beginning January 24,
2011 at 6:30 p.m. is a six (6)
week course in Eschatology, the
study of the Doctrine of
Prophecy. Contact the church
office for additional information.
“Working as God’s Chosen in
2010” John 15:16, Titus 2:14, I
Peter 2:9.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr
.com. Website: www.bmmbc.org

Church News
due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday
of each week

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
its official staff of deacons
and trustees, and the entire
congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians

willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us
and learn “What Baptist
Believe”.

Children
Youth
and
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 7:00 p.m.8:00 p.m. (Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday evening
at 7:00 p.m.

Mrs. Ophelia Love
Withdrawing From Public Life
Dear Pastor Clarence Williams,
Relatives, Members of St. Petersburg’s
Greater Mt. Zion AME Church,
and Friends
By Richard Love
(St. Petersburg, FL)

Giving God Almighty all the Glory and Praise,

I have been a long time active member of Greater Mt. Zion
AME Church and active in other civic community organizations
inform that I am withdrawing from public life.
I have enjoyed that many years of service to the church,
from Sunday school teacher, usher, member of the prayer group,
Ophelia Love
and acting as a deaconess for this wonderful Christian body. I
have witness this church from a small group of dedicated individuals grow to its current membership and I am proud of the many accomplishments it has attained.
I have seen youth groups grow from a few children, to blossom into adult men and women who have
and are making great contributions to our community. I pray that this growth will continue and that
Greater Mt. Zion AME Church will continue to be a thriving church in the Christian community,
serving its members and others in spiritual and otherwise needs.
I have seen, by my husband, Roosevelt A. Love - being the first black letter-carrier in St.
Petersburg to this city becoming better in its race relationships. I ask of all of you to keep me in your
prayers, and when the final call is made upon me, trust that I will be among the ones who He will
say, “Well Done My Faithful Servant,” enter into my kingdom with gladness.
Sincerely,

Yours in Christ,

Mrs. Ophelia H. Love

A DV E RT I S E YO U R C H U R C H E V E N T
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E : 727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2
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